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Methods for Studying the 
Affected Environment  
The EIS Consultant Team 
collected maps and other 
information available from the 
Partner Cities and King County 
to describe existing recreational 
resources. Plans and policies 
for each Partner City were 
reviewed to evaluate goals and 
priorities for recreation in the 
study area and to identify 
planned improvements and 
expansions. 

Key Changes from the  
Phase 2 Draft EIS 
The options that would have 
required an easement and 
resulted in the conversion of 
recreation land purchased with 
restricted funds for non-
recreation purposes are no 
longer being considered. Thus 
there would be no significant 
impacts to recreation from 
PSE’s Proposed Alignment. No 
poles would be placed in 
recreation sites where none 
currently are located. 

4.6 RECREATION  

This section provides a project-level analysis of 
potential impacts to recreation sites in the study area 

including parks, natural areas, open spaces, trails, and playfields, 
as well as amenities such as community centers, playground 
equipment, school play fields, and private recreation facilities 
(e.g., golf clubs). For the purpose of this analysis, informal 
recreation includes activities that take place outside of designated 
recreation sites (e.g., bicycling on a street). Additionally, analysis 
of visual impacts from recreation sites is found in Section 4.2, 
Scenic Views and Aesthetic Environment. The study area for 
recreation resources includes PSE’s existing corridor and adjacent 
parcels (Figure 4.6-1). 

4.6.1 Relevant Plans, Policies, and 
Regulations 

Public recreation sites in the study area are managed by King 
County, the City of Bellevue, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, and City of Renton. Table 12-1 
in the Phase 1 Draft EIS lists the plans for the study area communities. Additional applicable plans 
included in the Phase 2 Draft EIS are the City of Bellevue Parks & Open Space System Plan (City of 
Bellevue, 2016) and Redmond’s Transportation Master Plan (2013). PSE’s Proposed Alignment 
would not require the conversion of recreation lands to a non-recreation use. Thus, the City of 
Bellevue’s Comprehensive Plan (2015) policy that requires a public review process for proposed 
conversions of park property to a non-recreational use would not 
be applicable. 

4.6.2 Recreation Resources in the Study Area  

The recreation study area for the Final EIS contains 
approximately 18 recreation sites plus many miles of trails, 
shown on Figure 4.6-1. This encompasses approximately 475 
acres in recreation sites owned and operated primarily by local 
governments, and includes four schools and two privately owned 
recreation clubs. The sites provide a variety of recreational 
opportunities, ranging from small neighborhood or “pocket” 
parks to large natural park areas and regional trails that extend 
across the study area. Recreation Resources in the study area are 
described in more detail in the Phase 2 Draft EIS.  
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Note: Trails are not labeled here but are shown in the maps of individual segments in Section 4.6.5, below. 

Source: King County, 2015; Ecology, 2014; Bellevue, 2015; Newcastle, 2015; Renton, 2015; Kirkland, 2015; Redmond, 2015. 

Figure 4.6-1. Recreation Sites in the Study Area   
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Methods for Studying Long-
term Impacts  
To determine long-term 
(operational) impacts, the EIS 
Consultant Team overlaid the 
segments on maps of 
recreation sites in the study 
area. The following factors 
were used to determine 
impacts to recreation: the 
presence of existing electrical 
infrastructure; existing 
recreational uses and 
available amenities; frequency 
of use; and existing vegetation 
as well as proposed pole size, 
height, and location. Changes 
in vegetation, amenities, or 
other features that would 
reduce user enjoyment of a 
recreation sites were 
considered. The potential 
need to obtain easements 
within a recreation site was 
also considered.  

4.6.3 Long-term (Operation) Impacts Considered  
Potential impacts to recreation include the loss of use of a 
recreation site; or a substantive change in the overall user 
enjoyment or recreational experience (generally related to visual 
resources, such as views of a pole or change in vegetation 
structure). The following specifically defines project-level long-
term (operational) impacts to recreation:  

 Less-than-Significant – Long-term impacts to recreation 
would be less-than-significant if there is no permanent change 
to a recreation site or the current use of the site is not 
permanently lost. For example, a change to existing 
infrastructure within a recreation site (e.g., a change in pole 
types) or a change in vegetation type from forested to low-
growing vegetation that does not change the use of the 
recreation site would be considered a less-than-significant 
impact.  

 Significant – Impacts would be significant if the current use 
of the recreation site is permanently lost, or if the conversion 
of vegetation type (e.g., from forested to low-growing 
vegetation) would substantively change or negatively impact 
user enjoyment of a recreation site such that it would preclude 
the use of the site. Non-compliance with recreation plans and 
policies, including the acquisition of publicly owned 
recreation land for transmission line easements, would be a 
significant impact. 

4.6.4 Long-term Impacts: No Action Alternative  

There would be no changes to recreation sites or opportunities from the No Action Alternative 
because no new utility infrastructure would be constructed. Under the No Action Alternative, 
recreation sites (including trails) may be temporarily closed during maintenance of the existing 
transmission lines.  

4.6.5 Long-term Impacts: PSE’s Proposed Alignment 

4.6.5.1 Impacts Common to all Components 

Recreation sites are located within and adjacent to PSE’s existing corridor. PSE has easements or 
owns the parcels outright along the existing corridor and would not acquire new easements as part of 
PSE’s Proposed Alignment. Within PSE’s existing corridor, poles would be replaced in generally the 
same location as the existing poles (i.e., usually within 25 feet up or down the line). The existing H-
frame structures are approximately 60 feet tall. Where poles are replaced in or adjacent to a 
recreation site, the visual appearance of the infrastructure would be different than existing conditions, 
as the poles would be taller. However, there would be fewer (or the same number of) poles in or 
adjacent to each recreation site. This change would not negatively affect the experience of park users, 
and impacts would be less-than-significant. Similar to the No Action Alternative, recreation sites 
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(primarily trails along the corridor) may be temporarily closed during maintenance of the new 
transmission lines. 

Vegetation is currently managed within the existing corridor; however, due to more stringent North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) requirements for 230 kV transmission lines, 
PSE’s Proposed Alignment would require a substantial number of trees to be removed (see 
Vegetation Management in Section 4.4.1.1, Plants and Animals). The clearing of vegetation would 
diminish the enjoyment of recreationists at some recreation sites. At many parks, there would be no 
change to existing vegetation, whereas at others many trees would be removed. At some recreation 
sites, tree removal would not be visible to recreationists from within the recreation site and thus no 
change would be perceived.  

Other potential impacts under PSE’s Proposed Alignment would be less-than-significant for all 
recreation sites, as none would be permanently lost or substantively altered such that use is 
precluded. Potential impacts to specific sites are described below, by component, segment, and 
option. 

The following pages summarize the potential impacts on recreation for PSE’s Proposed Alignment, 
presented for the Richards Creek substation and by segment. For the Redmond, Bellevue North, 
Bellevue Central, and Renton Segments, the analysis included a review of refined project design 
details for PSE’s Proposed Alignment, with results revised relative to the Phase 2 Draft EIS to reflect 
the new information. For these segments, the new information and analysis have not altered the 
conclusions presented in the Phase 2 Draft EIS regarding significant impacts on recreation.  

For the Richards Creek substation site and the Bellevue South and Newcastle Segments, the analysis 
included a review of the project design as presented in the permit applications submitted to Bellevue 
and Newcastle (PSE, 2017b and 2017c, respectively). The results below have been revised relative to 
the Phase 2 Draft EIS, incorporating the more detailed information in the permit applications on pole 
locations and vegetation clearing. The conclusions regarding significant impacts on recreation, 
however, are the same as presented in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, with one exception. In the Phase 2 Draft 
EIS, impacts from Bypass Options 1 and 2 would have been significant because PSE would need to 
obtain easements on publicly owned recreation sites, which is not in agreement with City of Bellevue 
park plans and policies. The Bypass Options evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS are not analyzed the 
Final EIS because they are not part of PSE’s Proposed Alignment. 

4.6.5.2 New Richards Creek Substation  

There would be no long-term impacts to recreation from operation of the substation because there are 
no recreation sites on or adjacent to the proposed substation site. The Chestnut Hill Academy is 
beside the Lakeside substation and near the proposed Richards Creek substation site (approximately 
300 feet to the north). The new substation may be visible from recreation facilities at the school; 
however, some of the forested area between the school and the proposed substation site would 
remain. Impacts would be less than significant. 
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4.6.5.3 Redmond Segment 

Impacts to recreation in the Redmond Segment would be less-than-significant because vegetation 
clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites. Potential impacts 
are summarized below, by recreation site. PSE’s Proposed Alignment follows the route of the 
Redmond Segment as evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS but includes refined design details for pole 
types and placement. 

 

 Willows Crest Park: The taller poles with a differing pole configuration would be visible from 
the park, but the change would be less-than-significant. This park is outside of the existing 
corridor and would not be affected by vegetation clearing. 

 Willows Creek Neighborhood Park: This park is outside of the corridor and would not be 
affected by vegetation clearing. The taller poles in the corridor would not be visible from the 
park, and there would be no impacts to the park. 

 Trails on the Corridor (unnamed, on corridor, between the Sammamish substation and 
where the corridor turns south): Each existing set of two H-frames (four poles) would be 
replaced with either two approximately 90-foot or two 110-foot steel monopoles (this differs 
from the design evaluated in Phase 2 Draft EIS, which replaced the two H-frames with one 
monopole). Note that not all poles in this location would be removed, only those for the existing 
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115 kV lines that would be replaced as part of this project. The poles would look different than 
existing conditions. Although vegetation greater than 15 feet tall would be removed, most 
existing vegetation in the section of the corridor containing these trails is shrub height, and 
changes would therefore be small. These changes would not affect the experience of trail users, 
and impacts would be less-than-significant.  

 Rose Hill Middle School: The existing H-frame structures would be replaced with one 
approximately 100-foot monopole (the same pole configuration as the Phase 2 Draft EIS). The 
taller poles would look different than the existing poles, but the recreation experience at the 
playfields would be maintained. Vegetation clearing would be similar to existing conditions as 
the area already has low-growing vegetation, primarily lawn, in the existing corridor. No trees 
would be removed on the school property. The existing H-frame structures immediately south of 
the school property would be replaced with one approximately 110-foot monopole. Impacts 
would be less-than-significant. The existing 115 kV lines and monopoles to the east of the project 
would not change.  
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4.6.5.4 Bellevue North Segment  

Impacts to recreation in the Bellevue North Segment would be less-than-significant because 
vegetation clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites. 
Potential impacts are summarized below, by recreation site. PSE’s Proposed Alignment follows the 
route of the Bellevue North Segment as evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS but includes refined 
design details for pole types and placement. 

 

 Bridle Crest Trail, Trail along NE 52nd Ln, and SR 520 Trail: All of these trails cross the 
corridor perpendicularly. Vegetation in the corridor is already maintained for the existing 115 kV 
lines; however, vegetation taller than 15 feet may need to be removed within the managed right-
of-way. Three trees would be removed on Bridle Crest Trail. Poles and changes in vegetation 
may be visible to trail users as they approach the crossing. There would be little change in the 
user experience of these trails as the corridor is only a small portion of the experience, and 
impacts would be less-than-significant. 

 Viewpoint Park: The existing corridor crosses the east edge of the park, and the two H-frames 
would be replaced with two approximately 110-foot monopoles (this is different than the design 
evaluated in Phase 2 Draft EIS, which replaced the two H-frames with one monopole). 
Vegetation in the corridor is already maintained for the existing 115 kV lines, and no trees would 
be removed. Other vegetation in the right-of-way taller than 15 feet may need to be removed. 
Vegetation clearing would only occur within the existing corridor and would not affect the 
majority of the park. The user experience would be maintained and impacts would be less-than-
significant.  
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4.6.5.5 Bellevue Central Segment (Revised Existing Corridor Option)  

PSE’s Proposed Alignment for the Bellevue Central Segment follows the route of the Existing 
Corridor Option as described in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, with refined design details for pole types and 
placement. Impacts to recreation from the project in the Bellevue Central Segment would be less-
than-significant because vegetation clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use 
of recreation sites. Potential impacts are summarized below, by recreation site. 

 

 Unnamed Trail (on Corridor at Bel-Red Road and NE Spring Boulevard): There would be 
no change to this segment of trail, and thus no impact. 

 Highland-Glendale Property: The existing corridor crosses the east edge of the park, but no 
poles are located within the park and no new poles are proposed. The portion of the park within 
the existing corridor is maintained lawn, and thus there would be no change to vegetation. The 
user experience would be maintained and impacts would be less-than-significant. 
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 Glendale Country Club (private): The existing corridor crosses the east edge of the country 
club. Six approximately 100-foot tall monopoles would be placed in similar locations as the 
existing poles. There would be one pole at each site rather than two H-frames, but poles would 
be taller and more visible from the country club property. Vegetation within the corridor is 
maintained for the existing lines, and consists of lawn for approximately half the length of the 
country club. In other areas, vegetation clearing would be more noticeable and approximately 
35–40 trees may be removed. There would be no changes to the amenities offered by the club or 
to the experience of golfers. Impacts would be less-than-significant.  

 Unnamed Trails along the Corridor (between SE 10th Street and SE 20th Street), 10th 
Avenue Trail, and SE 3rd Trail: There would be fewer poles (one approximately 100- to 110-
foot monopole at each location instead of two H-frames) and more vegetation cleared. Up to 125 
trees would be removed that may visible from the trail. Removal of trees would change the user 
experience, but the trail would still be enjoyable. Impacts would be less-than-significant. 

 Kelsey Creek Park: The existing corridor is located within Kelsey Creek Park, on its east edge. 
There would be three approximately 100- to 110-foot monopoles placed near existing poles 
(with this design, the poles may be taller than was evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS for this 
location). The poles would be taller, but there would be fewer within the park (one monopole at 
each location instead of two H-frames). Vegetation is currently managed for the existing 115 kV 
lines and no trees are proposed to be removed. These changes would not alter the user 
experience, and impacts would be less-than-significant. 

 Skyridge Park: The existing poles (two H-frame structures) on the east edge of the park in the 
existing easement would be replaced with an approximately 100-foot monopole. The pole would 
be taller but there would be fewer poles. The majority of the existing easement in the park is 
maintained lawn; however, up to six trees would be removed. The park may look different, but 
these changes would not affect the user experience. Impacts would be less-than-significant. 

 Richards Valley Greenway: The proposed greenway would cross the existing corridor along 
SE 24th Street. The poles in this location would be taller, but there would be fewer poles than 
existing. The taller poles would not change the experience of future users. Impacts would be 
less-than-significant.  

 Richards Valley Open Space: It is unlikely that the taller poles with a differing pole 
configuration would be visible from the park because it heavily vegetated and downslope from 
PSE’s corridor. This park is outside of the existing corridor and would not be affected by 
vegetation clearing. Impacts would be less-than-significant.   
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4.6.5.6 Bellevue South Segment (Revised Willow 1 Option)  

PSE’s Proposed Alignment for the Bellevue South Segment follows the route of the Willow 1 Option 
as described in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, with refined design details for pole types and placement. 
Impacts to recreation from PSE’s Proposed Alignment in the Bellevue South Segment would be less-
than-significant because vegetation clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use 
of recreation sites. Potential impacts are summarized below, by recreation site. 

 

 Mountains to Sound Greenway I-90 Trail: The Bellevue South Segment crosses the trail 
perpendicularly. Poles and wires may be visible to trail users as they approach the crossing. 
However, trail users would not likely perceive a change, and the impact would be less-than-
significant.  

 Tyee Middle School: The more northern H-frame structures would be replaced with a 100-
monopole; the H-frame structure near SE Allen Road would be replaced with two approximately 
110-foot monopoles. This is different than the design evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, which 
evaluated a single monopole replacing each set of H-frame structures. Most of the area is 
already maintained with low-growing vegetation, and vegetation management would be similar 
to existing conditions. However, four trees near SE 40th Street, one adjacent to the school, and 
approximately 12 trees near SE Allen Road would be removed. These changes would be 
noticeable but not affect recreation opportunities and uses, and impacts would be less-than-
significant.  



  FINAL EIS    PAGE 4.6‐11 
  CHAPTER 4 LONG‐TERM (OPERATION) IMPACTS AND POTENTIAL MITIGATION  MARCH 2018 
  RECREATION      

 Somerset North Slope Open Space: No poles are currently within the existing easement 
through the open space, and no poles would be placed within or adjacent to the open space. The 
Phase 2 Draft EIS evaluated placing a pole within and adjacent to the open space. Vegetation 
would be removed, including one tree within the managed right-of-way that was not previously 
affected. The change in vegetation would be noticed by people near the park; however, the site 
is fenced and thus not used by the public. Impacts would be less-than-significant.  

 Somerset Recreation Club (private): Two approximately 90-foot poles would be placed in a 
similar location to the existing two H-frame structures on the site, and approximately 4 to 8 trees 
would be removed. The new poles would be taller, but there would be no change to recreational 
uses, and impacts would be less-than-significant. 

 Forest Hill Neighborhood Park & Open Space: The two 60-foot H-frame structures would be 
replaced with two approximately 90-foot tall monopoles. There would be more vegetation 
clearing than existing conditions; including the removal of approximately 13 trees. Park users 
may notice a change in vegetation and pole type. The play area and open space to the east of the 
corridor would not be affected. There would be no change to the experience of park users, and 
impacts would be less-than-significant. 

 Forest Drive Open Space: There would be no change to the open space and thus no impacts.  

 Coal Creek Natural Area: The Coal Creek Natural Area is on both sides of Coal Creek 
Parkway south of Coal Creek, and PSE’s existing corridor crosses through the natural area. The 
existing pairs of 60-foot H-frames would be replaced with 100-foot monopoles or two 
approximately 110-foot tall poles. The new poles and lines would be placed in similar locations 
to the existing 115 kV lines. This would result in three poles within the natural area, plus four 
along Coal Creek Parkway north of the Coal Creek Natural Area parking lot. Approximately 25–
30 trees would be cleared (mostly near Coal Creek Parkway), and users of trails along or 
crossing the corridor would notice reduced vegetation and a change in pole configuration (the 
change from four to two taller poles). This could change the experience of trail users along the 
corridor; however, the impact would be less-than-significant because opportunities and uses 
would be maintained. 

 Newport Hills Mini Park: The two H-frame structures in Newport Hills Mini Park have three 
poles each (six poles total). These would be replaced with two approximately 110-foot tall poles. 
This is different than the design evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, which evaluated two 85-foot 
tall poles at this location. Vegetation would be cleared to PSE standards and approximately 10 
trees would be removed. Much of the park is already cleared of vegetation, but park users would 
notice the change in vegetation and pole type. However, impacts would be less-than-significant 
because the opportunities in and uses of the park would be maintained.  

 Waterline Trail: The trail runs parallel to PSE’s existing corridor in a Seattle Public Utilities 
(SPU) easement. Taller poles and cleared vegetation in the adjacent easement would be visible 
from the trail, but there would be no change to the trail itself or the Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) 
easement. These changes may affect the user’s experience but would be less-than-significant as 
the opportunities in and uses of the trail would be maintained.   
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4.6.5.7 Newcastle Segment – Option 1 (No Code Variance)  

The impacts to recreation would be the same with both options for the Newcastle Segment. The 
appearance of the poles (height and spacing) would be different between options, but vegetation 
clearing would be similar between the two options. Neither option would result in significant impacts 
to recreation. Impacts in the Newcastle Segment Option 1 would be less-than-significant because 
vegetation clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites. 
Potential impacts are summarized below, by recreation site. 

 

 Waterline, Cross Town, China Creek (proposed), and Olympus Trails: At each pole site, the 
existing two H-frames would be replaced with two approximately 95-foot tall poles. This is 
different than the design evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, which evaluated two 85-foot tall 
poles at this location. Vegetation taller than 15 feet would be removed within the managed right-
of-way. In areas not previously cleared along the trails, areas with trees removed would be visible 
to trail users. The poles would be taller, and there would be fewer poles than existing conditions. 
This may change the user experience, but the use of the trail would remain; thus, the impact 
would be less-than-significant.  

 Lake Boren Park: The park is not adjacent to the corridor and would not be impacted. 
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 May Creek Natural Area: At each pole site, the two existing H-frames would be replaced with 
two approximately 95-foot tall monopoles in the corridor through the May Creek Natural Area. 
This is different than the design evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, which evaluated two 85-foot 
tall poles at this location. There would be two pairs of two poles in the corridor through the 
natural area. Vegetation is currently maintained for the existing transmission lines, but vegetation 
that could grow taller than 15 feet would be removed, including approximately 45 trees. The 
poles would be taller and there would be fewer poles than existing conditions. These changes 
may affect the user experience, but the opportunities in and uses of the park would be 
maintained; thus, the impact would be less-than-significant.   
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4.6.5.8 Newcastle Segment – Option 2 (Code Variance)  

The impacts to recreation would be the same with both options in the Newcastle Segment. The 
appearance of the poles (height and spacing) would be different between options, but vegetation 
clearing would be quite similar between the two options. Neither option would result in significant 
impacts. Impacts in the Newcastle Segment Option 2 would be less-than-significant because 
vegetation clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites. 
Potential impacts are summarized below, by recreation site. 

 

 Waterline, Cross Town, China Creek (proposed), and Olympus Trails: At each pole site, 
the existing two H-frames would be replaced with two approximately 80-foot tall poles. This 
is different than the design evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, which evaluated two 85-foot 
tall poles at this location. Vegetation taller than 15 feet would be removed within the 
managed right-of-way. In areas not previously cleared along the trails, areas with trees 
removed would be visible to trail users. The poles would be taller, and there would be fewer 
poles than existing conditions. This may change the user experience, but the use of the trail 
would remain; thus, the impact would be less-than-significant.  

 Lake Boren Park: The park is not adjacent to the corridor and would not be impacted. 
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 May Creek Natural Area: At the more northern pole site, the two existing H-frames would 
be replaced with two approximately 95-foot tall monopoles. At the more southern pole site, 
the two existing H-frames would be replaced with two 80-foot tall monopoles. This is 
different than the design evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, which evaluated 85-foot tall 
poles at this location. Vegetation is currently maintained for the existing transmission lines, 
but vegetation that could grow taller than 15 feet would be removed, including approximately 
45 trees. The poles would be taller and there would be fewer poles than existing conditions. 
These changes may affect the user experience, but the opportunities in and uses of the park 
would be maintained; thus, the impact would be less-than-significant.   
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4.6.5.9 Renton Segment 

Impacts to recreation in the Renton Segment would be less-than-significant because vegetation 
clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites. Potential impacts 
are summarized below, by recreation site. PSE’s Proposed Alignment follows the route of the Renton 
Segment as evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS but includes refined design details for pole types and 
placement.  

 

 Sierra Heights Park: Three pairs of H-frames are currently located in the park. The H-frame 
structure in the north part of the park would be replaced with two approximately 95-foot tall 
poles, and the other two would be replaced with two approximately 50-foot tall poles at each pole 
site. There would be a total of six poles in the park. The 50-foot pole pairs are used in this 
location to cross underneath the SCL poles and wires. The SCL poles and wires that also cross 
the park would not be changed. This is different than the design evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft 
EIS, which evaluated 85-foot and 100-foot poles at this location (see Section 3.6 in the Phase 2 
Draft EIS for details). Vegetation would be maintained to PSE standards of 15 feet in height, 
including the removal of four trees. These changes may alter the experience of park users, but the 
opportunities in and uses of the park would be maintained and impacts would be less-than-
significant.  
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 Sierra Heights Elementary School: The PSE corridor crosses the northwest corner of the school 
property. The school sports fields are separated from the corridor by a forested area. 
Approximately 10 trees would be removed but the cleared area would not be visible from the 
school. The poles would unlikely be noticed from the sports fields, and there would be no change 
to recreation at the school and no impact.  

 May Creek Greenway: The portion of the May Creek Natural Area in Renton (May Creek 
Greenway) is not near the corridor and would not be affected.  

 Honey Creek Open Space: The two H-frames (four poles) would be replaced with two 
approximately 95-foot tall poles. The poles would be taller, but there would be fewer poles than 
existing conditions. This is different than the design evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, which 
evaluated one 100-foot tall monopole at this location. Honey Creek is in a deep ravine and the 
vegetation in the ravine would not be affected. Vegetation near the top of the slopes would be 
removed, including 45–50 trees. The change in vegetation would be visible to users of the portion 
of the trail on top of the slope and may change the visual experience. The opportunities in and 
uses of the park would be maintained, and thus impacts would be less-than-significant. 

 Cedar River Natural Zone including Riverview Park and the Cedar River Trail: The two H-
frames would be replaced with one approximately 100-foot tall monopole, with two poles located 
within the natural area. This is different than the design evaluated in the Phase 2 Draft EIS, which 
evaluated four 100-monopoles poles within the natural area. The poles would be taller but fewer 
in number than existing conditions. Vegetation is already maintained within the corridor, but 50–
55 trees would be removed. The Cedar River is in a deep ravine, and only vegetation near the top 
of the slopes would be removed (no trees would be removed in Riverview Park). The changes 
would be visible to users of the Cedar River Trail along the top of the ravine, but the 
opportunities in and uses of the natural area would be maintained and impacts would be less-
than-significant.   



  FINAL EIS    PAGE 4.6‐18 
  CHAPTER 4 LONG‐TERM (OPERATION) IMPACTS AND POTENTIAL MITIGATION  MARCH 2018 
  RECREATION      

4.6.6 Mitigation Measures  

For recreation, regulations, comprehensive plan policies, and park plans were reviewed to identify 
mitigation measures. Mitigation measures specified by code would be required, whereas mitigation 
measures based on review of park plans and comprehensive plans would be at the discretion of the 
applicant to adopt or the local jurisdictions to impose as a condition of project approval.  

4.6.6.1 Regulatory Requirements 

None of the Partner Cities have regulations that would require mitigation of project-related impacts 
to recreational resources.  

Prior to Construction 

 Avoid placement of infrastructure within or adjacent to recreation sites where there is none 
currently to the extent possible. 

4.6.6.2 Potential Mitigation Measures 

Potential mitigation measures are summarized below based on review of the applicable park plans 
and comprehensive plans. Although not all of the planning documents provided policies that directly 
address mitigation of impacts to recreational resources, general policies in all communities support 
application of the measures listed below. The applicable policies are presented based on the stage at 
which they would be applied. 

Prior to Construction 

 Use vegetation outside of any area required to be cleared to screen poles and wires where 
transmission infrastructure is placed within a recreation site.  

 Work with each Partner City to determine mitigation for tree removal within recreation sites 
in its jurisdiction.  
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