3.6

RECREATION

This chapter provides a project-level analysis of
potential impacts to recreation sites in the study area
including parks, natural areas, open spaces, trails, and playfields, as
well as amenities such as community centers, playground
equipment, school play fields, and private recreation facilities (e.g.,
golf clubs). For the purpose of this analysis, informal recreation
includes activities that take place outside of designated recreation
sites (e.g., bicycling on a street). Additionally, analysis of visual
impacts from recreation sites is found in Section 3.2, Scenic Views
and Aesthetic Environment. The study area for recreation resources
includes PSE’s existing and new corridors, and road corridors and
parcels adjacent to the segment and option routes (Figure 3.6-1).

3.6.1

Relevant Plans, Policies, and Regulations

Methods for Studying the
Affected Environment
The EIS Consultant Team
collected maps and other
information available from the
Partner Cities and King
County to describe existing
recreational resources. Plans
and policies for each Partner
City were reviewed to evaluate
goals and priorities for
recreation in the study area
and to identify planned
improvements and
expansions.

Public recreation sites in the study area are managed by King
County, the City of Bellevue, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond,
and City of Renton. Table 12-1 in the Phase 1 Draft EIS lists the
plans for the study area communities. Since the publication of the Phase 1 Draft EIS, two additional
plans have been prepared and adopted: the City of Bellevue Parks & Open Space System Plan (City
of Bellevue, 2016a) and the Eastside Rail Corridor Regional Trail Final Master Plan (King County,
2016a). Redmond’s Transportation Master Plan, which includes pedestrian and bicycle system plans
(2013), was not originally included in Table 12-1.
The City of Bellevue’s comprehensive plan has a policy to avoid placing overhead lines in greenbelts
or open spaces, which are often recreation sites (City of Bellevue, 2015). The other Partner Cities’
plans do not have specific policies regarding the placement of electric utilities in or near recreation
sites, but they generally discourage the use of recreation sites for non-recreational uses. The cities of
Bellevue, Newcastle, and Redmond all have similar policies to encourage the use of utility corridors
for nonmotorized recreation (see Appendix F) (City of Bellevue, 2015; City of Newcastle, 2016a;
City of Redmond, 2015).
Most recreation sites in the study area were acquired with federal, state, or local grants, bonds, or
other funding sources. The funding usually comes with provisions that protect the land for recreation
in perpetuity. The conversion of recreation land purchased with restricted funds for non-recreation
purposes would need to meet parcel-specific requirements. Recreation sites are often made up of
more than one parcel, and thus restrictions can differ within an individual park. The City of
Bellevue’s Comprehensive Plan (2015) also has a policy that requires a public review process for
proposed conversions of park property to a non-recreational use. The other Partner Cities do not have
specific policies regarding the potential conversion of recreation land.
In addition to parcel-specific requirements, recreation lands transferred from King County to a
Partner City are subject to RCW 36.89.050, which stipulates that a county may transfer recreational
sites to any other governmental agency, provided that the site continue to be used for the same
purpose or that other equivalent sites be conveyed to the county if the site were converted to another
use.
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Source: King County, 2015; Ecology, 2014; Bellevue, 2015; Newcastle, 2015; Renton, 2015; Kirkland, 2015; Redmond, 2015.

Figure 3.6-1. Recreation Sites in the Study Area
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3.6.2

Recreation Resources in the Study Area

The study area contains approximately 27 recreation sites plus many miles of trails, shown on Figure
3.6-1. This encompasses approximately 633 acres in recreation sites owned and operated primarily
by local governments, and includes five schools and two privately owned recreation clubs. The sites
provide a variety of recreational opportunities, ranging from small neighborhood or “pocket” parks to
large natural park areas and regional trails that extend across the study area. Table 3.6-1 lists the
recreation sites in each segment and their amenities, as well as any planned improvements and the
owner/manager of the site.
Recreation sites are used primarily by local residents, with the exception of the larger recreation
areas and regional trails, which also draw visitors from neighboring communities. Hiking, walking,
bicycling, enjoying playgrounds, and picnicking are the primary activities. Five schools in the study
area have outdoor sports fields, courts, or playground equipment that are used by students: Rose Hill
Middle School, Chestnut Hill Academy, Newport High School, Tyee Middle School, and Sierra
Heights Elementary. Public school facilities may also be available to the public during non-school
hours. Bannerwood Ballfield Park, Willows Creek Neighborhood Park, Willows Crest Park, and
Lake Boren Park also offer sports fields or courts. Two privately owned recreation clubs offer tennis,
swimming, or golf through paid membership (Table 3.6-1).
A number of the recreation sites in the study area are within PSE’s existing corridor and are crossed
by wires or have a pole located within the site. These include small parks entirely within the
easement, large parks that were created around the existing transmission line corridor after it was
first constructed in the late 1920s, and a number of trails along the corridor (Table 3.6-1).
Recreation sites also provide valuable natural habitat, an important aspect of their function as
recreation resources. The greenspaces of Kelsey Creek, Coal Creek, May Creek, and Cedar River in
particular are large areas made up of a number of parks and natural areas that are important for
habitat (see Section 3.4, Plants and Animals).
Table 3.6-1. Recreation Sites in the Study Area
Recreation Sites

Recreation Opportunities

Owner/Manager

Richards Creek Substation
Chestnut Hill Academy

Multi-use field, basketball court, and
playgrounds.

Private

Willows Crest Park

Children’s play area, picnic area, and a
basketball hoop.

Private

Willows Creek
Neighborhood Park

Children's play area, basketball half court, and
open space.

Redmond

Redmond Segment
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Recreation Sites

Recreation Opportunities

Owner/Manager

Trails on the corridor
(unnamed, on corridor,
between the Sammamish
substation and where the
corridor turns south)

Running and walking.

Redmond

Rose Hill Middle School

Tennis courts, track, soccer field, and baseball
field.

Lake Washington
School District

Bridle Crest Trail

Two miles of trails, for running, walking,
horseback riding, and mountain biking. Crosses
the study area and connects to Bridle Trails
State Park.

Redmond and
Kirkland

Unnamed Trail (crosses
corridor in NE 52nd Ln
right-of-way)

Running, walking, horseback riding, and
mountain biking. Crosses the study area and
connects to Bridle Trails State Park.

Redmond

Viewpoint Park

A 13.5-acre natural area with trails.

Bellevue

SR 520 Trail

Regional multi-use trail (running walking, and
cycling) that crosses the study area.

Washington State
Department of
Transportation
(WSDOT)

Bellevue North Segment

Bellevue Central Segment
Unnamed Trail (on corridor
at Bel-Red Rd and NE
Spring Blvd)

Bicycling and walking.

Bellevue

Bel-Red Mini Park

Picnic area and greenspace in urban area.

Bellevue

Highland-Glendale
Property

Forested and undeveloped. Recommended for
improvement in Bellevue Parks & Open Space
Systems Plan (2016a).

Bellevue

Glendale Country Club

Membership-based golf club and clubhouse.

Private

Unnamed Trails along the
corridor (between SE 10th
St and SE 20th St) and SE
3rd Trail

Trail connecting Kelsey Creek Park along
corridor south to Skyridge Park. This trail is part
of the Lake to Lake Greenway, which connects
Lake Sammamish to Lake Washington. Portion
on SE 3rd Pl is along a sidewalk.

Bellevue
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Recreation Sites

Recreation Opportunities

Owner/Manager

Kelsey Creek Park

Large natural area (150 acres) with trails, forest,
meadows, wetlands, picnic areas, children’s
play area, farm, historic barns, and farm-themed
programs. Portion of park in study area includes
natural area and trails. Part of network of parks
along the Lake Hills Connector and part of the
Lake to Lake Greenway, which connects Lake
Sammamish to Lake Washington.

Bellevue

McDowell House

Houses the administrative offices of the Eastside
Heritage Center, located on land owned by the
City of Bellevue Parks & Community Services
Department.

Bellevue

Eastside Rail Corridor
(ERC)

Proposed regional multi-use trail section, part of
a larger regional trail. The section of trail in the
study area is not developed (the railroad tracks
still remain) but is part of the preferred ERC
route. Adjacent to the network of parks along
the Lake Hills Connector.

King County

Wilburton Hill Park and
Bellevue Botanical
Gardens

Large natural area (106 acres) with the Botanical
Gardens, a picnic area, a children’s play area,
baseball fields, and a soccer field. The portion of
park in the study area includes natural area and
trails. It is part of a network of parks along the
Lake Hills Connector and part of the Lake to
Lake Greenway.

Bellevue

West Kelsey Open Space

Undeveloped area adjacent to Woodridge Open
Space; the West Tributary of Kelsey Creek
crosses through the park. Part of a network of
parks along the Lake Hills Connector and part of
the Lake to Lake Greenway.

Bellevue

Woodridge Open Space
and Richards Creek Open
Space

Approximately 30 acres of forested open space
with a stream and trails. Part of the Richards
Valley Greenway and the network of parks along
the Lake Hills Connector and part of the Lake to
Lake Greenway.

Bellevue

Bannerwood Ballfield Park

Baseball stadium with stands and concession.
Part of network of parks along the Lake Hills
Connector and part of the Lake to Lake
Greenway.

Bellevue School
District
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Recreation Sites

Recreation Opportunities

Owner/Manager

Skyridge Park

Trails and picnic and children’s play area.
Connected to Richards Valley Open Space,
Richards Valley Trail and Parkland Estates Trail,
and a trail along PSE’s corridor.

Bellevue

Richards Valley Greenway

Planned greenway between SE 8th St and Lake
Sammamish, along Lake Hills Connector,
Richards Rd, along the south side of
Bannerwood Ballfield Park, through Skyridge
Park, and east along SE 24th Street.

Bellevue

Richards Valley Open
Space

Primarily undeveloped park. Part of the Richards
Valley Greenway and the network of parks along
the Lake Hills Connector.

Bellevue

Mountains to Sound
Greenway I-90 Trail

Regional multi-use trail (running, walking, and
cycling) that crosses the study area.

Washington State
Department of
Transportation

Tyee Middle School

Ballfields, tennis courts, soccer field, and a
track.

Bellevue School
District

Somerset North Slope
Open Space

Fenced and partially forested.

Bellevue

Somerset Recreation Club

Membership-based club with tennis courts,
swimming pool, water slide, and toddler pool.

Private

Newport High School

Ballfields, tennis courts, soccer, lacrosse,
football field, and a track.

Bellevue School
District

Forest Hill Neighborhood
Park & Open Space

Children’s play area, picnic tables, and trails.

Bellevue

Forest Drive Open Space

Undeveloped, forested greenspace along Forest
Drive.

Bellevue

Coal Creek Natural Area

Large natural area (446 acres) and includes Coal
Creek, 4.5 miles of trails, and connects to
Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park.

Bellevue

Newport Hills Mini Park

Trail and open space.

Bellevue

Bellevue South Segment
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Recreation Sites

Recreation Opportunities

Owner/Manager

Trail along corridor, south from SE 60th St and
continuing into Newcastle parallel to PSE’s
existing corridor. Adjacent to Newport Hills Mini
Park.

Seattle Public Utilities

Waterline Trail

Continues from Bellevue south into Newcastle
crossing PSE’s existing corridor just south of
Newport Way.

Seattle Public Utilities

China Creek Trail
(proposed)

Proposed trail that crosses the study area north
of the Cross Town Trail.

Newcastle

Lake Boren Park

Community park with walking paths, children’s
play area, picnic shelters, fishing dock, tennis
courts, a basketball court, and a sand volleyball
court.

Newcastle

Cross Town Trail

Primarily east-west trail that crosses the study
area, through the northern edge of Newcastle
Cemetery1. It is part of a large network of trails
connecting to Cougar Mountain and the Coal
and May Creek Natural Areas.

Newcastle

Olympus Trail

North-south trail along the corridor. Part of a
large network of trails connecting to Cougar
Mountain and the Coal and May Creek Natural
Areas.

Newcastle

May Creek Natural Area

Large natural area (almost 200 acres) and
complex of parks; includes May Creek and May
Creek Trail. Connects Lake Washington Blvd to
Cougar Mountain as well as to the Honey Creek
Open Space.

Newcastle, Renton,
and King County

Waterline Trail

Newcastle Segment
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Recreation Sites

Recreation Opportunities

Owner/Manager

Renton Segment

1

Sierra Heights Park

Forested park and trail north of NE 25th St
between PSE and SCL corridors. South of NE
25th St, the park follows both the PSE and SCL
corridors; there is a trail along the SCL corridor,
whereas the PSE corridor is vegetated with
limited access.

Renton

Sierra Heights Elementary
School

Ballfields, open play field, and play areas.

Renton School District

May Creek Greenway

Portion of the May Creek Natural Area in Renton.

Renton

Honey Creek Open
Space/Greenway

Natural area with a creek and trail. Connected to
May Creek Natural Area (36 acres).

Renton

Cedar River Natural Zone

Large (550 acres) complex of parks includes
Cedar River and Cedar River Trail (17.3 miles
long). Portion in the study area is natural areas
and trail.

Renton

Riverview Park

Picnic tables, shelter, parking, restrooms, open
space, and launch area for kayaks and canoes.

Renton

The Newcastle Cemetery is described in Section 3.7, Historic and Cultural Resources.

Source: King County, 2016b; City of Bellevue, 2016b; City of Newcastle, 2016b; City of Redmond, 2016; City of Renton, 2016;
Lake Washington School District, 2016; Bellevue School District, 2016a,b; Glendale Country Club, 2016; Somerset Recreation
Club, 2016; and Google Earth, 2016.
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3.6.3

Long-term (Operation) Impacts Considered

Potential impacts to recreation include the loss of use of a
recreation site; or a substantive change in the overall user
enjoyment or recreational experience (generally related to visual
resources, such as views of a pole or change in vegetation
structure). The following specifically defines project-level longterm (operational) impacts to recreation:
Less-than-Significant – Long-term impacts to recreation would
be less-than-significant if there is no permanent change to a
recreation site or the current use of the site is not permanently lost.
For example, a change to existing infrastructure within a
recreation site (e.g., a change in pole types) or a change in
vegetation type from forested to low-growing vegetation that does
not change the use of the recreation site would be considered a
less-than-significant impact.
Significant – Impacts would be significant if the current use of
the recreation site is permanently lost, or if the conversion of
vegetation type (e.g., from forested to low-growing vegetation)
would substantively change or negatively impact user enjoyment
of a recreation site such that it would preclude the use of the site.
Non-compliance with recreation plans and policies, including the
acquisition of publicly owned recreation land for transmission line
easements, would be a significant impact.

3.6.4

Methods for Studying Longterm Impacts
To determine long-term
(operational) impacts, the EIS
Consultant Team overlaid the
segments and route options
on maps of recreation sites in
the study area. The following
factors were used to
determine impacts to
recreation: the presence of
existing electrical
infrastructure; existing
recreational uses and
available amenities; frequency
of use; and existing vegetation
as well as proposed pole size,
height, and location. Changes
in vegetation, amenities, or
other features that would
reduce user enjoyment of a
recreation sites were
considered. The potential
need for easements within a
recreation site was also
considered.

Long-term Impacts: No Action
Alternative

There would be no changes to recreation sites or opportunities from the No Action Alternative
because no new utility infrastructure would be constructed.

3.6.5

Long-term Impacts: Alternative 1 (New Substation and 230 kV
Transmission Lines)

3.6.5.1

Impacts Common to all Components

Recreation sites are located within and adjacent to PSE’s existing corridor, as well as near roads in
the new corridor for the options. For the existing corridor, including portions that pass through
recreation sites, PSE has easements or owns the parcels outright. PSE would not acquire new
easements along the existing corridor. Within PSE’s existing corridor, poles would be replaced in
generally the same location as the existing poles. The existing H-frame poles are typically 60 feet
tall. Where poles are replaced in or adjacent to a recreation site, the visual appearance of the
infrastructure would be different than existing conditions, as the poles would be taller. However,
there would be fewer (or the same number of) poles in or adjacent to each recreation site. This
change would not negatively affect the experience of park users, and impacts would be less-thansignificant.
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Vegetation is currently managed within the existing corridor; however, due to more stringent North
American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) requirements for 230 kV transmission lines,
Alternative 1 would require a substantial number of trees to be removed (see Vegetation
Management in Section 3.4.1.3, Plants and Animals). The clearing of vegetation would diminish the
enjoyment of recreationists at some recreation sites. At many parks, there would be no change to
existing vegetation, whereas at others many trees would be removed. At some recreation sites, tree
removal would not be visible to recreationists from within the site and thus no change would be
perceived.
The segment options that place the transmission line outside of PSE’s existing corridor would mostly
run along road right-of-way. Wherever possible, PSE would place the transmission poles on adjacent
property or, if not possible on adjacent property, on the outermost portion of the road right-of-way.
This is to minimize the possibility of having to relocate the poles in the event of future road
improvements or other utility-related work in the road right-of-way. Whether the poles would be
placed on adjacent property or on the outermost portion of the road rights-of-way, PSE would have to
obtain easements on properties adjacent to the transmission line to allow for their use, such as tree
removal and vegetation management, consistent with NERC requirements. In some cases, easements
would be needed on recreation properties. Many recreational sites have been purchased with federal,
state, or local grants, bonds, or other funding sources. The funding usually comes with provisions
that protect the land for recreation in perpetuity. The conversion of recreation land purchased with
restricted funds for non-recreation purposes would need to meet parcel-specific requirements. PSE’s
ability to acquire an easement or purchase a recreation site for non-recreation use would require an
evaluation process that would be contingent on approval from the property owner and grant agency
or agencies (personal communication, L. Peterson, 2016). Conversion to a non-recreation use would
require mitigation as agreed upon with the agencies involved. The City of Bellevue’s Comprehensive
Plan (2015) also has a policy that requires a public review process for proposed conversions of park
property to a non-recreational use. The other Partner Cities do not have specific policies regarding
the potential conversion of recreation land. The restrictions, and therefore the possibility of
conversion, would be different for each parcel. Bypass Option 1 and Bypass Option 2 in the Bellevue
Central Segment, and in the Bellevue South Segment with the Oak 1, Oak 2, and Willow 2 Options
may require the acquisition of easements in publicly owned recreation sites. This would only be
possible if the acquisition complies with covenants set out on the property title. Even if there is no
restriction on the property, acquisition of easements in publicly owned recreation sites would be a
significant impact because it would not be in compliance with City of Bellevue recreation plans and
policies (Appendix F).
Other potential impacts under Alternative 1 would be less-than-significant for all recreation sites, as
none would be permanently lost or substantively altered such that use is precluded. Potential impacts
to specific sites are described below, by component, segment, and option.

3.6.5.2

New Richards Creek Substation

There would be no long-term impacts to recreation from operation of the substation because there are
no recreation sites on or adjacent to the proposed substation site. The Chestnut Hill Academy is
beside the Lakeside Substation and near the proposed Richards Creek Substation site (approximately
200 feet to the north). The new substation would not be visible from recreation facilities at the school
because a forested area between the school and the proposed substation site would remain.

PHASE 2 DRAFT EIS
CHAPTER 3 LONG‐TERM (OPERATION) IMPACTS AND POTENTIAL MITIGATION
RECREATION

PAGE 3.6‐10
MAY 2017

3.6.5.3

Redmond Segment

Impacts to recreation in the Redmond Segment would be less-than-significant because vegetation
clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites. Potential impacts
are summarized below, by recreation site.



Willows Crest Park: The taller poles with a differing pole configuration would be visible from
the park, but the change would be less-than-significant. This park is outside of the existing
corridor and would not be affected by vegetation clearing.



Willows Creek Neighborhood Park: This park is outside of the corridor and would not be
affected by vegetation clearing. The taller poles in the corridor would not be visible from the
park, and there would be no impacts to the park.



Trails on the Corridor (unnamed, on corridor, between the Sammamish substation and
where the corridor turns south): Each existing set of two H-frames (four poles) would be
replaced with one 100-foot steel monopole. The poles would look different than existing
conditions. Although vegetation greater than 15 feet tall would be removed, most existing
vegetation in the section of the corridor containing these trails is shrub height, and changes would
therefore be small. These changes would not affect the experience of trail users, and impacts
would be less-than-significant.
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Rose Hill Middle School: The existing H-frames (two poles) would be replaced with one 100foot monopole. The taller poles would look different than the existing poles, but the recreation
experience at the playfields would be maintained. Vegetation clearing would be similar to
existing conditions as the area already has low-growing vegetation, primarily lawn, in the
existing corridor. No trees would be removed on the school property. Impacts would be lessthan-significant. The existing 115 kV lines and monopoles to the east of the project would not
change.
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3.6.5.4

Bellevue North Segment

Impacts to recreation in the Bellevue North Segment would be less-than-significant because
vegetation clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites.
Potential impacts are summarized below, by recreation site.



Bridle Crest Trail, Trail along NE 52nd Ln, and SR 520 Trail: All of these trails cross the
corridor perpendicularly. Vegetation in the corridor is already maintained for the existing 115 kV
lines; however, vegetation taller than 15 feet may need to be removed within the managed rightof-way. Three trees would be removed on Bridle Crest Trail. Poles and changes in vegetation
may be visible to trail users as they approach the crossing. There would be little change in the
user experience of these trails as the corridor is only a small portion of the experience, and
impacts would be less-than-significant.



Viewpoint Park: The existing corridor crosses the east edge of the park, and the two H-frames
would be replaced with one 100-foot monopole (there would be one pole in the park). Vegetation
in the corridor is already maintained for the existing 115 kV lines, and no trees would be
removed. Other vegetation in the right-of-way taller than 15 feet may need to be removed.
Vegetation clearing would only occur within the existing corridor and would not affect the
majority of the park. The user experience would be maintained and impacts would be less-thansignificant.
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3.6.5.5

Bellevue Central Segment, Existing Corridor Option

Impacts to recreation from the Existing Corridor Option would be less-than-significant because
vegetation clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites.
Potential impacts are summarized below, by recreation site.



Unnamed Trail (on Corridor at Bel-Red Road and NE Spring Boulevard): There would be
no change to this segment of trail, and thus no impact.



Highland-Glendale Property: The existing corridor crosses the east edge of the park, but no
poles are located within the park and no new poles are proposed. The portion of the park within
the existing corridor is maintained lawn, and thus there would be no change to vegetation. The
user experience would be maintained and impacts would be less-than-significant.



Glendale Country Club (private): The existing corridor crosses the east edge of the country
club. Six 95-foot tall monopoles would be placed in similar locations as the existing poles. There
would be one pole at each site rather than two H-frames, but poles would be taller and more
visible from the country club property. Vegetation within the corridor is maintained for the
existing lines, and consists of lawn for approximately half the length of the country club. In
other areas, vegetation clearing would be more noticeable and approximately 35–40 trees may
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be removed. There would be no changes to the amenities offered by the club or to the experience
of golfers. Impacts would be less-than-significant.


Unnamed Trails along the Corridor (between SE 10th Street and SE 20th Street) and SE 3rd
Trail: There would be fewer poles (one 95-foot monopole at each location instead of two Hframes) and more vegetation cleared. Removal of trees would change the user experience, but
the trail would still be enjoyable. Impacts would be less-than-significant.



Kelsey Creek Park: The existing corridor is located within Kelsey Creek Park, on its east edge.
There would be three 95-foot monopoles placed near existing poles. The poles would be taller,
but there would be fewer within the park (one monopole at each location instead of two Hframes). Vegetation is currently managed for the existing 115 kV lines and no trees are proposed
to be removed. These changes would not alter the user experience, and impacts would be lessthan-significant.



Skyridge Park: The existing poles (two H-frame structures) on the east edge of the park in the
existing easement would be replaced with a 95-foot monopole. The pole would be taller but
there would be fewer poles. The majority of the existing easement in the park is maintained
lawn; however, four trees would be removed. The park may look different, but these changes
would not affect the user experience. Impacts would be less-than-significant.



Richards Valley Greenway: The proposed greenway would cross the existing corridor along
SE 24th Street. The poles in this location would be taller, but there would be fewer poles than
existing. The taller poles would not change the experience of future users. Impacts would be
less-than-significant.



Bel-Red Mini Park, Eastside Rail Corridor, Wilburton Hill Park & Bellevue Botanical
Gardens, McDowell House, West Kelsey Open Space, Woodridge Open Space, Richards
Creek Open Space, Bannerwood Ballfield Park, and Richards Valley Open Space: The
Existing Corridor Option is not adjacent to these recreation sites. Thus, they would not be
affected and there would be no impacts.
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3.6.5.6

Bellevue Central Segment, Bypass Option 1

Impacts to recreation from Bypass Option 1 would be significant because PSE would need to obtain
easements on publicly owned recreation sites, which is not in agreement with City of Bellevue park
plans and policies. Easements may need to be obtained in the following recreations sites along the
new corridor: Wilburton Hill Park and Bellevue Botanical Gardens, Kelsey Creek Park, Eastside Rail
Corridor, Richards Creek Open Space, and Bannerwood Ballfield Park. Potential impacts are
summarized below, by recreation site.



Bell-Red Mini Park: The new corridor would not be adjacent to the park; the new corridor
would jog south along 124th Avenue NE to Bel-Red Road, avoiding the park. It would not be
affected (no impact).



McDowell House: Bypass Option 1 would be located along the ERC on the opposite side of SE
1st Street from McDowell House. Due to vegetation, the option would not be visible from
McDowell House, and there would be no impact.



Wilburton Hill Park and Bellevue Botanical Gardens, and Kelsey Creek Park: These parks
are on the north side of the Lake Hills Connector where the majority of the poles would be
placed. PSE may need to acquire an easement within these parks, adjacent to the road, which
would be a significant impact because it is not in agreement with Bellevue Park policies
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(Appendix F). In the new easements within the new corridor, 50–55 trees would be removed at
Wilburton Hill Park, and 100–105 trees would be removed in Kelsey Creek Park. The vegetation
clearing and view of the poles and wires would diminish the enjoyment of recreationists along the
Lake Hills Connector. However, these changes would not limit informal recreation use along the
road.


Eastside Rail Corridor: Poles and wires would follow approximately a ½-mile segment of the
ERC. PSE would need to obtain an easement from King County, which would be a significant
impact because it is not in agreement with Bellevue Park policies or King County Objectives
(Appendix F). Having poles and wires along this option (where none currently exist) would
change the expected look of the trail, and may diminish the enjoyment of the proposed trail.
Vegetation would also need to be cleared within the managed right-of-way, including 65–70
trees.



West Kelsey Open Space and Woodridge Open Space: These two parks are on the opposite
(south) side of the Lake Hills Connector from the new corridor, and there would be no impact.
Easements would not be acquired, no trees would be removed, and poles and wires would not be
visible from within the parks.



Richards Creek Open Space and Bannerwood Ballfield Park: PSE would need to acquire an
easement within these parks, adjacent to the road along the new corridor, which would result in a
significant impact because it is not in agreement with Bellevue Park policies (Appendix F). If
allowed, vegetation would be cleared within the easement. Ten trees would be removed in
Richards Creek Open Space and 45 from Bannerwood Ballfield Park. Clearing vegetation and
view of the poles and wires would diminish the enjoyment of recreationists along the Lake Hills
Connector. However, these changes would not limit informal recreation use along the road.



Skyridge Park: Impacts to Skyridge Park would be the same as the Existing Corridor Option;
they would be less-than-significant.



Richards Valley Greenway: Having poles and wires along the Lake Hills Connector (where
none currently exist) would change the look of the greenway, and would diminish the enjoyment
of users of the proposed greenway. Vegetation would also need to be cleared within the managed
right-of-way, including 148 trees. Additionally, the proposed greenway would cross the existing
corridor along SE 24th Street. The new monopole in this location would be taller, but there would
be fewer poles than existing. The taller pole would not change the experience of users. Bypass
Option 1 would not preclude the development proposed greenway; thus, impacts would be lessthan-significant.



Unnamed Trail (on Corridor at Bel-Red Road and NE Spring Boulevard), HighlandGlendale Property, Glendale Country Club, SE 3rd Trail, and Richards Valley Open Space:
Bypass Option 1 is not adjacent to these recreation sites; thus, they would not be affected (no
impact).
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3.6.5.7

Bellevue Central Segment, Bypass Option 2

Impacts to recreation from Bypass Option 2 would be significant because PSE would need to obtain
easements on publicly owned recreation sites, which is not in agreement with City of Bellevue park
plans and policies. Easements may need to be obtained in the following recreations sites along the
new corridor: Wilburton Hill Park and Bellevue Botanical Gardens, Kelsey Creek Park, Eastside Rail
Corridor, Richards Creek Open Space, and Woodridge Open Space. Potential impacts are
summarized below, by recreation site.



Bell-Red Mini Park: There would be no impacts to Bel-Red Mini Park. See Bypass Option 1
for details.



McDowell House and West Kelsey Open Space: Impacts would be the same as for Bypass
Option 1; see the discussion above (no impacts).



Wilburton Hill Park and Bellevue Botanical Gardens and Eastside Rail Corridor: Impacts
would be the same as for Bypass Option 1; see the discussion for Bypass Option 1 (significant
impacts).



Kelsey Creek Park: The wires and poles would be along the north side of the Lake Hills
Connector until Richards Road. PSE would need to acquire an easement within the park,
adjacent to the road along the new corridor, which would be a significant impact because it is
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not in agreement with Bellevue park policies (Appendix F). In the new easement within the
park, 35–40 trees are proposed to be removed. Vegetation clearing and view of the poles and
wires would diminish the enjoyment of recreationists along the Lake Hills Connector. However,
these changes would not limit informal recreation use along the road.


Woodridge Open Space and Richards Creek Open Space: For Bypass Option 2, the new
corridor would follow Richards Road. PSE would need to acquire an easement within both open
spaces, adjacent to the road along the new corridor, which would result in a significant impact
because it is not in agreement with Bellevue Park policies (Appendix F). Vegetation would be
cleared in the easements, including 25–30 trees in Woodridge Open Space and 37 in Richards
Creek Open Space. A pole is proposed at the trailhead for the Woodridge Trail and the trailhead
may need to be moved. Additionally, the cleared area at the trailhead may be visible from other
locations along the trail and may decrease the scenic nature of the trail and visitor enjoyment.
However, these changes would not prevent people from using the park or limit recreational uses.
Mitigation for moving the trailhead is described in Section 3.6.6, Mitigation Measures.



Bannerwood Ballfield Park: The new corridor would follow Richards Road and not go past
Bannerwood Ballfield Park. There would be no impacts to the park.



Richards Valley Open Space: Bypass Option 2 would be adjacent to the south edge of
Richards Valley Open Space, but the poles and wires would not be visible from inside the park
and no trees would be removed. Users would not be affected, and there would be no impact.



Richards Valley Greenway: Having poles and wires along the Lake Hills Connector and
Richards Road (where none currently exist) would change the look of the greenway, and would
diminish the enjoyment of users of the proposed greenway. Vegetation would also need to be
cleared within the managed right-of-way, including 240 trees. However, Bypass Option 2 would
not preclude the development proposed greenway; thus, impacts would be less-than-significant.



Unnamed Trail (on corridor Bel-Red Road and NE Spring Boulevard), Highland-Glendale
Property, Glendale Country Club, SE 3rd Trail, and Skyridge Park: Bypass Option 2 is not
adjacent to these recreation sites. Thus, they would not be affected (no impact).
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3.6.5.8

Comparison of Bellevue Central Options

In the Bellevue Central Segment, there would be potentially significant impacts with Bypass Option
1 and Bypass Option 2. This is because PSE may need to acquire easements through the public
recreation sites along the new corridor. If PSE is restricted from purchasing easements on recreation
parcels purchased with dedicated funds, the poles and vegetation clear zone (i.e., the managed rightof-way) would need to be placed within the roadway right-of-way, as stipulated in Section 3.6.6,
Mitigation Measures. Public recreation sites along the new corridor where new easements would be
required include the following:


Bypass Option 1: Wilburton Hill Park and Bellevue Botanical Gardens, Kelsey Creek Park,
Eastside Rail Corridor, Richards Creek Open Space, and Bannerwood Ballfield Park.



Bypass Option 2: Wilburton Hill Park and Bellevue Botanical Gardens, Kelsey Creek Park,
Eastside Rail Corridor, Richards Creek Open Space, and Woodridge Open Space.

Bypass Options 1 and 2 would place new poles and wires in recreation sites where transmission
facilities are not currently located. All other segments and options would locate poles and wires
within recreation sites where poles and wires are already located.
All options would involve the removal of trees in recreation sites (see Table 3.6-2). Bypass Option 1
would involve the highest number of trees removed for the Bellevue Central Segment. For tree
removal outside of recreation sites, see Section 3.4, Plants and Animals.
Table 3.6-2. Trees Removed at Recreation Sites by Bellevue Central Option
Approximate Number of
Trees Removed in
Recreation Sites

New Easement Required
in Recreation Site

45

No

Bypass Option 1

430

Yes

Bypass Option 2

310

Yes

Segment/Option
Existing Corridor Option
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3.6.5.9

Bellevue South Segment, Oak 1 Option

Impacts to recreation from the Oak 1 Option would be significant because PSE would need to obtain
easements in Coal Creek Natural Area along the new corridor, which is not in agreement with City of
Bellevue park plans and policies. Potential impacts are summarized below, by recreation site.



Mountains to Sound Greenway I-90 Trail: The Oak 1 Option would cross the trail
perpendicularly along Factoria Boulevard SE, and poles and wires may be visible to trail users as
they approach the crossing. However, this change would be small relative to the overall trail
experience, and trail use would be maintained; thus the impact would be less-than-significant.
The transmission lines in PSE’s existing corridor (which cross the greenway) would not change
under Oak 1.



Newport High School: Eighty- to 85-foot monopoles and wires would replace the existing 115
kV lines along Factoria Boulevard SE, and the existing distribution and telecommunications lines
would be placed underground. At the south end of Factoria Boulevard SE, the poles would be on
the opposite side of the road from the school sports fields; except one pole would be placed on
the corner of Factoria Boulevard SE and Coal Creek Parkway SE. Approximately 45–50 trees
along Factoria Boulevard SE would be removed. The removal of trees and new poles would be
visible from the school sports fields but would not affect recreation opportunities and uses at the
school. The Oak 1 and Willow 2 Options would result in a similar impact (less-than-significant).
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Coal Creek Natural Area: Along Coal Creek Parkway, 80-foot poles would be installed and
existing distribution and telecommunications lines would be placed underground. Poles and lines
would be on the opposite side of Coal Creek Parkway (north side) from the natural area, except
for one pole. This pole would be in the west bending curve where the existing distribution line
pole is. PSE would need to acquire an easement adjacent to Coal Creek Parkway along the new
corridor, which would result in a significant impact because it is not in agreement with Bellevue
park policies (Appendix F). Trees would be removed on the west and south sides of the road,
even though the poles and wires would be on the opposite side of the road from the natural area.
The cleared vegetation, new poles and wires would be visible from trailheads at the edge of the
natural area and decrease the experience of users; however, the opportunities and uses would be
maintained, and impacts would be less-than-significant. South of Coal Creek, the natural area is
on both sides of Coal Creek Parkway, and PSE’s existing corridor crosses through the natural
area. The existing pairs of 60-foot H-frames would be replaced with 100-foot monopoles. The
new poles would be placed in similar locations to the existing poles. This would result in three
monopoles within the natural area, plus four poles along Coal Creek Parkway north of the Coal
Creek. Trees would be cleared within the existing corridor. Trail users along or crossing the
corridor would notice less vegetation and a change in pole configuration (the change from four
poles to a taller monopole). Within the two areas described, 70–80 trees would be removed.
These changes would change the experience of trail users along the corridor; however, the impact
would be less-than-significant because the opportunities and uses available within the natural
area would be maintained. (Impacts would be the same for the Oak 1, Oak 2, and Willow 2
Options.)



Newport Hills Mini Park: The two H-frame structures in Newport Hills Mini Park have three
poles each (six poles total). These would be replaced with two 85-foot tall poles. Vegetation
would be cleared to PSE standards and five to 10 trees would be removed. Much of the park is
already cleared of vegetation, but park users would notice the change in vegetation and pole type.
However, impacts would be less-than-significant because the opportunities in and uses of the
park would be maintained. (Impacts would be the same for the Oak 1, Oak 2, Willow 1, and
Willow 2 Options.)



Waterline Trail: The trail runs parallel to PSE’s existing corridor in SPU’s easement. Taller
poles and cleared vegetation in the adjacent easement would be visible from the trail, but there
would be no change to the trail itself or the SPU easement. These changes may affect the user’s
experience but would be less-than-significant as the opportunities in and uses of the trail would
be maintained.



Tyee Middle School, Somerset North Slope Open Space, Somerset Recreation Club, Forest
Hill Neighborhood Park & Open Space, and Forest Drive Open Space: There would be no
changes to PSE’s existing corridor with the Oak 1 Option; thus, these recreation sites would not
be affected and there would be no impact.

PHASE 2 DRAFT EIS
CHAPTER 3 LONG‐TERM (OPERATION) IMPACTS AND POTENTIAL MITIGATION
RECREATION

PAGE 3.6‐22
MAY 2017

3.6.5.10 Bellevue South Segment, Oak 2 Option
Impacts to recreation from the Oak 2 Option would be significant because PSE would need to obtain
easements in Coal Creek Natural Area along the new corridor, which is not in agreement with City of
Bellevue park plans and policies. Potential impacts are summarized below, by recreation site.



Mountains to Sound Greenway I-90 Trail: The Oak 2 Option would cross the trail
perpendicularly along Factoria Boulevard SE and in the existing corridor. Poles and wires may be
visible to trail users as they approach the crossing. However, this change would be small relative
to the overall trail experience, and trail use would be maintained; thus, the impact would be lessthan-significant.



Tyee Middle School: The two 60-foot H-frames would be replaced with one 65-foot H-frame, in
similar locations to the existing poles. Most of the area is already maintained with low-growing
vegetation, and vegetation clearing would be similar to existing conditions. However,
approximately 10–15 trees near SE Allen Road may need to be removed. These changes would
not affect recreation opportunities and uses, and impacts would be less-than-significant.



Somerset North Slope Open Space: No poles are currently located within the existing easement
through the park. Under the Oak 2 Option, one 65-foot H-frame would be placed within the park.
Vegetation would be removed within the managed right-of-way that was not previously affected.
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The change in vegetation would be noticed by people near the park; however, the site is fenced
and thus not used by the public. Impacts would be less-than-significant. (Impacts would be
similar for the Oak 2, Willow 1, and Willow 2 Options.)


Somerset Recreation Club: One 65-foot H-frame would replace the two existing H-frames in a
similar location. The poles would look different and five to 10 trees would be removed, but there
would be no change to recreation uses. For this reason, impacts would be less-than-significant.
(Impacts would be the same for the Oak 2 and Willow 2 Options.)



Newport High School: In addition to the description of impacts under the Oak 1 Option, poles
would be located on the east side of 124th Avenue SE adjacent to the school. There are no
existing poles or wires in this location, and 15–20 trees (both street trees and on school property)
would be cleared on the east side of 124th Avenue SE. Thus, including the 45–50 trees along
Factoria Boulevard SE, a total of 60–65 trees would be removed with this option. Additionally,
lighting structures for the track may need to be relocated. The new poles and the change in
vegetation would be visible from the sports fields. However, they would not affect recreation
opportunities and uses and thus impacts would be less-than-significant.



Forest Hill Neighborhood Park & Open Space: The four 60-foot tall poles would be replaced
with one 65-foot tall steel H-frame (two poles). Only one pole site would be located within the
park. Vegetation clearing would be more than existing conditions; including the removal of 10–
15 trees. Park users may notice a change in vegetation and pole type. The play area and open
space to the east of the corridor would not be affected. There would be no change to the
experience of park users, and impacts would be less-than-significant. (Impacts would be the same
for the Oak 2 and Willow 2 Options.)



Forest Drive Open Space: There would be no change to the open space and thus no impacts.



Coal Creek Natural Area: See the Oak 1 Option for description (significant impact). (Impacts
would be the same as the Oak 1 and Willow 2 Options.)



Newport Hills Mini Park and the Waterline Trail: See the Oak 1 Option for description (lessthan-significant impacts). (Impacts would be the same for the Oak 1, Oak 2, Willow 1, and
Willow 2 Options.)
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3.6.5.11 Bellevue South Segment, Willow 1 Option
Impacts to recreation from the Willow 1 Option would be less-than-significant because vegetation
clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites. Potential impacts
are summarized below, by recreation site.



Mountains to Sound Greenway I-90 Trail: The Willow 1 Option crosses the trail
perpendicularly. Poles and wires may be visible to trail users as they approach the crossing.
However, trail users would not likely perceive a change, and the impact would be less-thansignificant. (Impacts would be the same for the Willow 1 and Willow 2 Options.)



Tyee Middle School: The two 60-foot H-frame structures would be replaced with a 100monopole. Most of the area is already maintained with low-growing vegetation, and vegetation
management would be similar to existing conditions. However, approximately 20–25 trees near
SE Allen Road may need to be removed. These changes would not affect recreation
opportunities and uses, and impacts would be less-than-significant. (Impacts would be the same
for the Willow 1 and Willow 2 Options.)



Somerset North Slope Open Space: No poles are currently located within the existing
easement through the park. Under the Willow 1 Option, one 85-foot pole would be placed within
the park (and a second pole on the adjacent parcel). Vegetation would be removed within the
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managed right-of-way that was not previously affected. The change in vegetation would be
noticed by people near the park; however, the site is fenced and thus not used by the public.
Impacts would be less-than-significant. (Impacts would be similar for the Oak 2, Willow 1, and
Willow 2 Options.)


Somerset Recreation Club: Two 85-foot poles would be placed in a similar location to the
existing two H-frame structures on the site, and approximately five to 10 trees would be
removed. The new poles would be taller, but there would be no change to recreational uses, and
impacts would be less-than-significant.



Newport High School: The Willow 1 Option is not adjacent to Newport High School and it
would not be affected (no impact).



Forest Hill Neighborhood Park & Open Space: The two 60-foot H-frame structures would be
replaced with two 85-foot tall monopoles. There would be more vegetation clearing than
existing conditions; including the removal of 10–15 trees. Park users may notice a change in
vegetation and pole type. The play area and open space to the east of the corridor would not be
affected. There would be no change to the experience of park users, and impacts would be lessthan-significant.



Forest Drive Open Space: There would be no change to the open space and thus no impacts.



Coal Creek Natural Area: The Coal Creek Natural Area is on both sides of Coal Creek
Parkway south of Coal Creek, and PSE’s existing corridor crosses through the natural area. The
existing pairs of 60-foot H-frames would be replaced with 100-foot monopoles or two 85-foot
tall poles. The new poles and lines would be placed in similar locations to the existing 115 kV
lines. This would result in three poles within the natural area, plus four along Coal Creek
Parkway north of the Coal. Thirty to 35 trees would be cleared, and users of trails along or
crossing the corridor would notice reduced vegetation and a change in pole configuration (the
change from four to two taller poles). This could change the experience of trail users along the
corridor; however, the impact would be less-than-significant because opportunities and uses
would be maintained.



Newport Hills Mini Park and the Waterline Trail: See the Oak 1 Option for description (lessthan-significant impacts). (Impacts would be the same for the Oak 1, Oak 2, Willow 1, and
Willow 2 Options.)
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3.6.5.12 Bellevue South Segment, Willow 2 Option
Impacts to recreation from the Willow 2 Option would be significant because PSE would need to
obtain easements in Coal Creek Natural Area along the new corridor, which is not in agreement with
City of Bellevue park plans and policies. Potential impacts are summarized below, by recreation site.



Mountains to Sound Greenway I-90 Trail: The Willow 2 Option crosses the trail
perpendicularly. Poles and wires may be visible to trail users as they approach the crossing.
However, trail users would not likely perceive a change. (Impacts would be the same for the
Willow 1 and Willow 2 Options.)



Tyee Middle School: Impacts would be the same for the Willow 1 and Willow 2 Options (lessthan-significant). See Willow 1 for description.



Somerset North Slope Open Space and Forest Drive Open Space: See the Oak 2 Option for
descriptions (less-than-significant impacts and no impact, respectively). (Impacts would be
similar for the Oak 2, Willow 1, and Willow 2 Options.)



Somerset Recreation Club: Impacts would be less-than-significant, the same as the Oak 2
Option.
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Forest Hill Neighborhood Park & Open Space: Impacts would be less-than-significant and the
same for the Oak 2 and Willow 2 Options; see the Oak 2 Option description.



Newport High School: Impacts would be less-than-significant and similar to the Oak 1 Option;
see the Oak 1 Option description.



Coal Creek Natural Area: See the Oak 1 Option for description (significant impact). (Impacts
would be the same for the Oak 1 and Willow 2 Options.)



Newport Hills Mini Park and the Waterline Trail: See the Oak 1 Option for descriptions
(less-than-significant impacts). (Impacts would be the same for the Oak 1, Oak 2, Willow 1, and
Willow 2 Options.)
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3.6.5.13 Comparison of Bellevue South Options
In the Bellevue South Segment, there would be potentially significant impacts associated with the
Oak 1, Oak 2, and Willow 2 Options because PSE may need to acquire an easement in the Coal
Creek Natural Area along Coal Creek Parkway. If PSE is restricted from purchasing easements on
recreation parcels purchased with dedicated funds, the poles and vegetation clear zone (i.e., the
managed right-of-way) would need to be placed within the roadway right-of-way, as stipulated in
Section 3.6.6, Mitigation Measures.
Additionally, the Oak 2 Option would place new poles adjacent to Newport High School where
transmission facilities are not currently located. The Oak 2, Willow 1, and Willow 2 Options would
place a new pole in the Somerset North Slope Open Space where transmission poles are not currently
located (although wires cross the open space and there are poles on an adjacent parcel). All other
segments and options would locate poles and wires within recreation sites where poles and wires are
already located.
All options would involve the removal of trees in recreation sites (see Table 3.6-3). The Oak 2
Option would have the highest number of trees for the Bellevue South Segment.
Table 3.6-3. Trees Removed at Recreation Sites by Bellevue South Option
Segment/Option

Approximate Number of
Trees Removed in
Recreation Sites

New Easement Required
in Recreation Site

Oak 1 Option

140

Yes

Oak 2 Option

195

Yes

Willow 1 Option

95

No

Willow 2 Option

190

Yes
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3.6.5.14 Newcastle Segment
Impacts to recreation in the Newcastle Segment would be less-than-significant because vegetation
clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites. Potential impacts
are summarized below, by recreation site.



Waterline, Cross Town, China Creek (proposed), and Olympus Trails: At each pole site, the
existing two H-frames would be replaced with two 85-foot tall poles. Vegetation taller than 15
feet would be removed within the managed right-of-way. In areas not previously cleared along
the trails, areas with trees removed would be visible to trail users. The poles would be taller, and
there would be fewer poles than existing conditions. This may change the user experience, but
the use of the trail would remain; thus, the impact would be less-than-significant.



Lake Boren Park: The park is not adjacent to the corridor and would not be impacted.



May Creek Natural Area: At each pole site, the two existing H-frames would be replaced with
two 85-foot tall monopoles in the corridor through the May Creek Natural Area. There would be
two pairs of two poles in the corridor through the natural area. Vegetation is currently maintained
for the existing transmission lines, but vegetation that could grow taller than 15 feet would be
removed, including 80–85 trees. The poles would be taller and there would be fewer poles than
existing conditions. These changes may affect the user experience, but the opportunities in and
uses of the park would be maintained; thus, the impact would be less-than-significant.
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3.6.5.15 Renton Segment
Impacts to recreation in the Renton Segment would be less-than-significant because vegetation
clearing and changes to poles and wires would not affect the use of recreation sites. Potential impacts
are summarized below, by recreation site.



Sierra Heights Park: Three pairs of H-frames are currently located in the park. The H-frame in
the north part of the park would be replaced with two 85-foot tall poles, and the other two would
be replaced with one 100-foot tall monopole at each pole site. There would be a total of four
poles in the park, less than existing conditions, but the poles would be taller than existing.
Vegetation would be maintained to PSE standards of 15 feet in height, including the removal of
four trees. These changes may alter the experience of park users, but the opportunities in and uses
of the park would be maintained and impacts would be less-than-significant. The SCL poles and
wires that also cross the park would not be changed.



Sierra Heights Elementary School: The PSE corridor crosses the northwest corner of the school
property. The school sports fields are separated from the corridor by a forested area.
Approximately 10 trees would be removed but the cleared area would not be visible from the
school. The poles would unlikely be noticed from the sports fields, and there would be no change
to recreation at the school and no impact.
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May Creek Greenway: The portion of the May Creek Natural Area in Renton (May Creek
Greenway) is not near the corridor and would not be affected.



Honey Creek Open Space: The two H-frames would be replaced with one 100-foot tall
monopole. The pole would be taller, but there would be fewer poles than existing conditions.
Honey Creek is in a deep ravine and the vegetation in the ravine would not be affected.
Vegetation near the top of the slopes would be removed, including 45–50 trees. The change in
vegetation would be visible to users of the portion of the trail on top of the slope and may change
the visual experience. The opportunities in and uses of the park would be maintained, and thus
impacts would be less-than-significant.



Cedar River Natural Zone including Riverview Park and the Cedar River Trail: The two Hframes would be replaced with one 100-foot tall monopole, with four poles located within the
natural area. The poles would be taller but fewer in number than existing conditions. Vegetation
is already maintained within the corridor, but 50–55 trees would be removed. The Cedar River is
in a deep ravine, and only vegetation near the top of the slopes would be removed (no trees
would be removed in Riverview Park). The changes would be visible to users of the Cedar River
Trail along the top of the ravine, but the opportunities in and uses of the natural area would be
maintained and impacts would be less-than-significant.
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3.6.6

Mitigation Measures

For recreation, regulations, comprehensive plan policies, and park plans were reviewed to identify
mitigation measures. Mitigation measures specified by code would be required, whereas mitigation
measures based on review of park plans and comprehensive plans would be at the discretion of the
applicant to adopt or the local jurisdictions to impose as a condition of project approval.

3.6.6.1

Regulatory Requirements

None of the Partner Cities have regulations that would mitigate project-related impacts to
recreational resources. However, many public recreation sites in the study area were acquired with
federal, state, or local grants, bonds, or other funding sources. The funding comes with provisions
that protect the land for recreation in perpetuity. The conversion of public recreation land purchased
with restricted funds for non-recreation purposes would need to meet site-specific agency
requirements and would be contingent on approval from the grant agency or agencies. Conversion to
a non-recreation use would require an equivalent replacement as agreed upon with the agencies
involved. Compliance with these requirements is not appealable.

Prior to Construction


Avoid placement of infrastructure within or adjacent to recreation sites where there is none
currently to the extent possible.



Meet site-specific agency requirements regarding acquisition of easements that require
conversion of recreation land to a non-recreation use.

3.6.6.2

Potential Mitigation Measures

Potential mitigation measures are summarized below based on review of the applicable park plans
and comprehensive plans. Although not all of the planning documents provided policies that directly
address mitigation of impacts to recreational resources, general policies in all communities support
application of the measures listed below. The applicable policies are presented based on the stage at
which they would be applied.

Prior to Construction


Undergo a public review process for the conversion to non-recreational use of public park
lands and facilities (City of Bellevue Plan Policy PA-37).



Design the project so that poles would be placed farther into the road right-of-way and
supports would extend farther over the road so that new easements would not be required for
the pole placement or the associated vegetation clear zone (i.e., the managed right-of-way).



Use vegetation outside of any required clear zone (i.e., the managed right-of-way) to screen
poles and wires where transmission infrastructure is placed within a recreation site.



Work with the City of Bellevue to relocate the trailhead at Woodridge Open Space, if needed
under Bypass Option 2.



Work with Newport High School (Bellevue School District) to relocate lighting structures for
the track, if needed under the Oak 2 Option.



Work with each Partner City to determine mitigation for tree removal within recreation sites
in its jurisdiction.
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